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Letter from 
  the President
BY AMY C. LAMBERT

Count Down to the 90th 
Anniversary Party

Amy C. Lambert

Count Down to the 90th Anniversary Party – August 16, 2019 @ City Club of 
Baton Rouge

Our cover this month is devoted to our celebration this summer of the 90th 
Anniversary of the Baton Rouge Bar Association.  This is a milestone we have been 
celebrating all year, but as promised, we are planning an evening event to mark 
this special occasion and invite all current members of the bench and bar to attend.  
Please mark your calendars for Friday, August 16th, for that party, which will be 
held the City Club.  Co-Chairs Luke Williamson, Kelly Balfour and Hayden Moore 
are busy planning a fun evening.  Look for more details in the coming months, but 
please mark your calendars now! 

2019 Bench Bar Conference Was a Success

I sat down to write this article still catching up on sleep and work following a 
successful 2019 Bench Bar Conference that was held April 4-6 at the Grand Hotel 
in Point Clear, Alabama. Thank you to everyone who endured our moving the 
event from the July time frame to an April event this year and traveled to attend the 

conference.  While the rainy weather during the first part of the conference was less than cooperative, the glorious spring 
weather finally appeared. Regardless, a good time was had by all.  Special kudos to our Bench Bar Conference Committee 
that was led by co-chairs Judge Tim Kelley and Aaron Chaisson.  The CLE presentations were creative and informative, 
and the social events were off the chart fun!  

President-elect Dennis Blunt asked me to please make sure I let people know to mark their calendars NOW for the 2020 
Bench Bar Conference.  Dennis is keeping the conference in the springtime and settled on April 16-18, 2020.  The 2020 
conference will be held the weekend after Easter, so many schools will also be on Spring Break during this time.  We are 
also excited to announce we have a new location for the 2020 conference.  It will be held at The Lodge at Gulf State Park, 
a Hilton Hotel (lodgeatgulfstatepark.com).  This hotel and conference facility opened in the fall of 2018 and is directly on 
the beach in Gulf Shores, Alabama.  Dennis and his team are already starting the planning process.  Please save the date!

May is Member Appreciation Month

Finally, I would be remiss if I did not acknowledge that May is MEMBER APPRECIATION MONTH.  The Bar staff is busy 
lining up some free items to our members as a special thank you, including:  two free CLE seminars, free headshots,and 
free logo designs.  Anyone interested in more details should contact Landon Hester at landon@brba.org or look in our 
e-newsletters in the coming weeks. 

In closing, I also wanted to highlight four of our members who received Louisiana State Bar Association Pro Bono 
Awards.  Each of them will be honored at the Louisiana Supreme Court on May 21st.  As I have noted in a previous 
President’s Letter, the theme of my Presidency is a year-long celebration of what it means to be a Baton Rouge lawyer.  
It’s my firm belief there is something distinctive about how we practice law in the Baton Rouge area that sets us apart, 
consistently demonstrating a devotion to our community and profession.  Congratulations to these Baton Rouge lawyers 
who have been recognized by the state bar association for exhibiting those characteristics.  We appreciate and thank you 
all for your service:

• Mike Mitchell – 2019 Career Public Interest Award
• Jack Harrison – 2019 Children’s Law Awards
• Molly McDiarmid and Gregory Reda – 2019 Pro Bono Publico Awards
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Workers’ Compensation Section 
Meeting & CLE

Tuesday, May 14, 2019 | 12 - 2 PM
Drusilla Seafood | 3482 Drusilla Ln.

Topic: “The Model Vocational Rehabilitation of Injured 
Workers under the Louisiana State Workers’ Compensation 

System: Roles and Responsibilities”
Speakers: Bob Gisclair and Larry Stokes  

CLE Credit: 1 hour
Cost Options:

Workers’ Compensation Section members: $45.
Non-Workers’ Compensation Section members: $60.
Non-BRBA members: $75.

Family Law Section Meeting & CLE
11:45 AM - 2 PM | Thursday, May 16, 2019

City Club (355 North Blvd.)

Topic: “Judges’ Panel: Best Practices for Family Law”
Speakers: Judges from Baton Rouge and 

surrounding parishes
CLE Credit: 2 hours

Cost Options:
Family Law Section members: $50.
Non-FamilyLaw Section members: $60.
Non-BRBA members: $75.

Lunch Options: 
Vol-Au-Vent with Crawfish or Shrimp in a White Wine 
Créme Sauce.
Chicken Picatta: Pan sautéed breast of chicken with 
lemon butter and capers. 

Bar Roll No. ________________

Name _______________________________________________Firm ___________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________State ________________ Zip__________________

Phone ____________________________________________ Fax ______________________________________

Email _________________________________ Food Allergies _________________________________________

Construction Law Section 
Meeting & CLE

Wednesday, May 15, 2019 | 11:45 AM - 1 PM
Middleton Bar Center | 544 Main Street

Topic: “Arbitrating Your Construction Dispute”
Speaker: Ric Kracht, Kracht & Frazier, LLP

CLE Credit: 1 hour
Cost Options:

Construction Law Section members: $30.
Non-Construction Law Section members: $50.
Non-BRBA members: $60.

In-House Counsel Section CLE
Wednesday, May 22, 2019 | 11:30 AM - 1 PM

Lamar Advertising | 5321 Corporate Blvd.

Topic: “Great Expectations: What Corporate General Counsel 
Expect in Outside Lawyers”

Speakers: John Fenner, Allison Pham, Joe Wiley and 
Connor Eglin

CLE Credit: 1 hour
Will discuss topics such as:

• The RFP Process
• Understanding the business model and practices
• GC “Pet Peeves” about outside counsel
• Communications about case developments
•  How to handle conflicts

Cost Options:
In-House Counsel Section members: $25.
Non-In-House Counsel  Section members: $35.
Non-BRBA members: $45.

Fax: 225-344-4805 | Make checks payable to: BRBA, P.O. Box 2241, Baton Rouge, LA 70821. 
More information: Contact Claudia at Claudia@brba.org or 225-344-4803.

If paying by credit card, please include the following:

Name on card_____________________________________________ Type of card (circle one):     MC       VISA      AmExp     Discover

Card number: _____________________________________________ Exp. date: _________ Security code: ___________________________

Upcoming CLE Seminars
*Please check the seminar(s) you with to attend*
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In April 1963, Martin Luther King and others organized a nonviolent campaign in Birmingham, Alabama. It included 
marches and sit-ins protesting racial segregation. On April 10, a state court judge issued an injunction against the 

demonstrating and boycotting. King and others announced that they would disobey the ruling, and when they did, they 
were arrested and incarcerated.

A friend of King’s brought him a newspaper that contained an open letter from eight white Alabama clergymen 
complaining about the methods that King was using to protest segregation. This letter motivated King to write a 

response that he began writing on the newspaper itself. He continued to write the letter on scraps of paper and was able 
to get them out through his attorney. The end result is a document that has become known as “Letter from Birmingham 
Jail.” It is one of the most important documents of the Civil Rights Era. Below are the most significant excerpts of the 

Letter, which we publish in honor of the anniversary of its original publication.

My Dear Fellow Clergymen:

While confined here in the Birmingham city jail, I came 
across your recent statement calling my present activities 
“unwise and untimely.” Seldom do I pause to answer 
criticism of my work and ideas. If I sought to answer all the 
criticisms that cross my desk, my secretaries would have 
little time for anything other than such correspondence 
in the course of the day, and I would have no time for 
constructive work. But since I feel that you are men of 
genuine good will and that your criticisms are sincerely 
set forth, I want to try to answer your statement in what I 
hope will be patient and reasonable terms.

I think I should indicate why I am here in Birmingham, 
since you have been influenced by the view which argues 
against “outsiders coming in.” I have the honor of 
serving as president of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, an organization operating in every southern 
state, with headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia. We have 
some eighty five affiliated organizations across the South, 
and one of them is the Alabama Christian Movement for 
Human Rights. Frequently we share staff, educational and 

financial resources with our affiliates. Several months ago 
the affiliate here in Birmingham asked us to be on call 
to engage in a nonviolent direct action program if such 
were deemed necessary. We readily consented, and when 
the hour came we lived up to our promise. So I, along 
with several members of my staff, am here because I was 
invited here. I am here because I have organizational ties 
here.

But more basically, I am in Birmingham because injustice 
is here. Just as the prophets of the eighth century B.C. 
left their villages and carried their “thus saith the Lord” 
far beyond the boundaries of their home towns, and just 
as the Apostle Paul left his village of Tarsus and carried 
the gospel of Jesus Christ to the far corners of the Greco 
Roman world, so am I compelled to carry the gospel of 
freedom beyond my own home town. Like Paul, I must 
constantly respond to the Macedonian call for aid.

Moreover, I am cognizant of the interrelatedness of all 
communities and states. I cannot sit idly by in Atlanta and 
not be concerned about what happens in Birmingham. 
Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We 

56 Years Since the 
Letter from Birmingham Jail
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are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in 
a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, 
affects all indirectly. Never again can we afford to live with 
the narrow, provincial “outside agitator” idea. Anyone 
who lives inside the United States can never be considered 
an outsider anywhere within its bounds.

You deplore the demonstrations taking place in 
Birmingham. But your statement, I am sorry to say, 
fails to express a similar concern for the conditions that 
brought about the demonstrations. I am sure that none 
of you would want to rest content with the superficial 
kind of social analysis that deals merely with effects and 
does not grapple with underlying causes. It is unfortunate 
that demonstrations are taking place in Birmingham, but 
it is even more unfortunate that the city’s white power 
structure left the Negro community with no alternative. 
. . . 

You may well ask: “Why direct action? Why sit ins, 
marches and so forth? Isn’t negotiation a better path?” 
You are quite right in calling for negotiation. Indeed, this 
is the very purpose of direct action. Nonviolent direct 
action seeks to create such a crisis and foster such a 
tension that a community which has constantly refused 
to negotiate is forced to confront the issue. It seeks so to 
dramatize the issue that it can no longer be ignored. My 
citing the creation of tension as part of the work of the 
nonviolent resister may sound rather shocking. But I must 
confess that I am not afraid of the word “tension.” I have 
earnestly opposed violent tension, but there is a type of 
constructive, nonviolent tension which is necessary for 
growth. Just as Socrates felt that it was necessary to create 
a tension in the mind so that individuals could rise from 
the bondage of myths and half truths to the unfettered 
realm of creative analysis and objective appraisal, so must 
we see the need for nonviolent gadflies to create the kind 
of tension in society that will help men rise from the dark 
depths of prejudice and racism to the majestic heights 
of understanding and brotherhood. The purpose of our 
direct action program is to create a situation so crisis 
packed that it will inevitably open the door to negotiation. 
I therefore concur with you in your call for negotiation. 
Too long has our beloved Southland been bogged down in 
a tragic effort to live in monologue rather than dialogue.
. . . 

We know through painful experience that freedom is never 
voluntarily given by the oppressor; it must be demanded 
by the oppressed. Frankly, I have yet to engage in a direct 
action campaign that was “well timed” in the view of 
those who have not suffered unduly from the disease of 
segregation. For years now I have heard the word “Wait!” 
It rings in the ear of every Negro with piercing familiarity. 
This “Wait” has almost always meant “Never.” We must 
come to see, with one of our distinguished jurists, that 
“justice too long delayed is justice denied.”

We have waited for more than 340 years for our 
constitutional and God given rights. The nations of Asia 
and Africa are moving with jetlike speed toward gaining 
political independence, but we still creep at horse and buggy 
pace toward gaining a cup of coffee at a lunch counter. 
Perhaps it is easy for those who have never felt the stinging 
darts of segregation to say, “Wait.” But when you have seen 
vicious mobs lynch your mothers and fathers at will and 
drown your sisters and brothers at whim; when you have 
seen hate filled policemen curse, kick and even kill your 
black brothers and sisters; when you see the vast majority 
of your twenty million Negro brothers smothering in an 
airtight cage of poverty in the midst of an affluent society; 
when you suddenly find your tongue twisted and your 
speech stammering as you seek to explain to your six year 
old daughter why she can’t go to the public amusement 
park that has just been advertised on television, and see 
tears welling up in her eyes when she is told that Funtown 
is closed to colored children, and see ominous clouds of 
inferiority beginning to form in her little mental sky, and 
see her beginning to distort her personality by developing 
an unconscious bitterness toward white people; when you 
have to concoct an answer for a five year old son who is 
asking: “Daddy, why do white people treat colored people 
so mean?”; when you take a cross county drive and find it 
necessary to sleep night after night in the uncomfortable 
corners of your automobile because no motel will accept 
you; when you are humiliated day in and day out by 
nagging signs reading “white” and “colored”; when your 
first name becomes “nigger,” your middle name becomes 
“boy” (however old you are) and your last name becomes 
“John,” and your wife and mother are never given the 
respected title “Mrs.”; when you are harried by day and 
haunted by night by the fact that you are a Negro, living 
constantly at tiptoe stance, never quite knowing what to 
expect next, and are plagued with inner fears and outer 
resentments; when you are forever fighting a degenerating 
sense of “nobodiness”--then you will understand why 
we find it difficult to wait. There comes a time when 
the cup of endurance runs over, and men are no longer 
willing to be plunged into the abyss of despair. I hope, 
sirs, you can understand our legitimate and unavoidable 
impatience. You express a great deal of anxiety over our 
willingness to break laws. This is certainly a legitimate 
concern. Since we so diligently urge people to obey the 
Supreme Court’s decision of 1954 outlawing segregation 
in the public schools, at first glance it may seem rather 
paradoxical for us consciously to break laws. One may 
well ask: “How can you advocate breaking some laws and 
obeying others?” The answer lies in the fact that there are 
two types of laws: just and unjust. I would be the first to 
advocate obeying just laws. One has not only a legal but 
a moral responsibility to obey just laws. Conversely, one 
has a moral responsibility to disobey unjust laws. I would 
agree with St. Augustine that “an unjust law is no law at 
all.”

Now, what is the difference between the two? How does 

56 Years Since the 
Letter from Birmingham Jail
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one determine whether a law is just or unjust? A just law 
is a man made code that squares with the moral law or 
the law of God. An unjust law is a code that is out of 
harmony with the moral law. To put it in the terms of St. 
Thomas Aquinas: An unjust law is a human law that is 
not rooted in eternal law and natural law. Any law that 
uplifts human personality is just. Any law that degrades 
human personality is unjust. All segregation statutes are 
unjust because segregation distorts the soul and damages 
the personality. It gives the segregator a false sense of 
superiority and the segregated a false sense of inferiority. 
Segregation, to use the terminology of the Jewish 
philosopher Martin Buber, substitutes an “I it” relationship 
for an “I thou” relationship and ends up relegating 
persons to the status of things. Hence segregation is not 
only politically, economically and sociologically unsound, 
it is morally wrong and sinful. Paul Tillich has said that sin 
is separation. Is not segregation an existential expression 

of man’s tragic separation, his awful estrangement, 
his terrible sinfulness? Thus it is that I can urge men to 
obey the 1954 decision of the Supreme Court, for it is 
morally right; and I can urge them to disobey segregation 
ordinances, for they are morally wrong.

Let us consider a more concrete example of just and unjust 
laws. An unjust law is a code that a numerical or power 
majority group compels a minority group to obey but does 
not make binding on itself. This is difference made legal. 
By the same token, a just law is a code that a majority 
compels a minority to follow and that it is willing to 
follow itself. This is sameness made legal. Let me give 
another explanation. A law is unjust if it is inflicted on a 
minority that, as a result of being denied the right to vote, 
had no part in enacting or devising the law. Who can say 
that the legislature of Alabama which set up that state’s 
segregation laws was democratically elected? Throughout 
Alabama all sorts of devious methods are used to prevent 
Negroes from becoming registered voters, and there are 
some counties in which, even though Negroes constitute 
a majority of the population, not a single Negro is 

registered. Can any law enacted under such circumstances 
be considered democratically structured?

Sometimes a law is just on its face and unjust in its 
application. For instance, I have been arrested on a charge 
of parading without a permit. Now, there is nothing 
wrong in having an ordinance which requires a permit for 
a parade. But such an ordinance becomes unjust when it is 
used to maintain segregation and to deny citizens the First-
Amendment privilege of peaceful assembly and protest.
I hope you are able to see the distinction I am trying to 
point out. In no sense do I advocate evading or defying 
the law, as would the rabid segregationist. That would 
lead to anarchy. One who breaks an unjust law must do 
so openly, lovingly, and with a willingness to accept the 
penalty. I submit that an individual who breaks a law 
that conscience tells him is unjust, and who willingly 
accepts the penalty of imprisonment in order to arouse 

the conscience of the community over its injustice, is in 
reality expressing the highest respect for law.
. . . 

We should never forget that everything Adolf Hitler did 
in Germany was “legal” and everything the Hungarian 
freedom fighters did in Hungary was “illegal.” It was 
“illegal” to aid and comfort a Jew in Hitler’s Germany. 
Even so, I am sure that, had I lived in Germany at the time, 
I would have aided and comforted my Jewish brothers. 
If today I lived in a Communist country where certain 
principles dear to the Christian faith are suppressed, 
I would openly advocate disobeying that country’s 
antireligious laws.
. . . 

We will have to repent in this generation not merely for 
the hateful words and actions of the bad people but for 
the appalling silence of the good people. Human progress 
never rolls in on wheels of inevitability; it comes through 
the tireless efforts of men willing to be co workers with 
God, and without this hard work, time itself becomes an 
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ally of the forces of social stagnation. We must use time 
creatively, in the knowledge that the time is always ripe 
to do right. Now is the time to make real the promise of 
democracy and transform our pending national elegy into 
a creative psalm of brotherhood. Now is the time to lift 
our national policy from the quicksand of racial injustice 
to the solid rock of human dignity.
. . . 

So the question is not whether we will be extremists, 
but what kind of extremists we will be. Will we be 
extremists for hate or for love? Will we be extremists 
for the preservation of injustice or for the extension of 
justice? In that dramatic scene on Calvary’s hill three men 
were crucified. We must never forget that all three were 
crucified for the same crime--the crime of extremism. Two 
were extremists for immorality, and thus fell below their 
environment. The other, Jesus Christ, was an extremist 
for love, truth and goodness, and thereby rose above his 
environment. Perhaps the South, the nation and the world 
are in dire need of creative extremists.

I had hoped that the white moderate would see this need. 
Perhaps I was too optimistic; perhaps I expected too 
much. I suppose I should have realized that few members 
of the oppressor race can understand the deep groans and 
passionate yearnings of the oppressed race, and still fewer 
have the vision to see that injustice must be rooted out by 
strong, persistent and determined action. I am thankful, 
however, that some of our white brothers in the South 
have grasped the meaning of this social revolution and 
committed themselves to it. They are still all too few in 
quantity, but they are big in quality.
. . .

But despite these notable exceptions, I must honestly 
reiterate that I have been disappointed with the church. 
I do not say this as one of those negative critics who can 
always find something wrong with the church. I say this 
as a minister of the gospel, who loves the church; who 
was nurtured in its bosom; who has been sustained by its 
spiritual blessings and who will remain true to it as long 
as the cord of life shall lengthen.

When I was suddenly catapulted into the leadership of the 
bus protest in Montgomery, Alabama, a few years ago, I 

felt we would be supported by the white church. I felt that 
the white ministers, priests and rabbis of the South would 
be among our strongest allies. Instead, some have been 
outright opponents, refusing to understand the freedom 
movement and misrepresenting its leaders; all too many 
others have been more cautious than courageous and 
have remained silent behind the anesthetizing security of 
stained glass windows.

In spite of my shattered dreams, I came to Birmingham 
with the hope that the white religious leadership of this 
community would see the justice of our cause and, with 
deep moral concern, would serve as the channel through 
which our just grievances could reach the power structure. 
I had hoped that each of you would understand. But again 
I have been disappointed.

I have heard 
numerous southern 
religious leaders 
admonish their 
worshipers to comply 
with a desegregation 
decision because it is 
the law, but I have 
longed to hear white 
ministers declare: 
“Follow this decree 
because integration 
is morally right and 
because the Negro 
is your brother.” In 
the midst of blatant 
injustices inflicted 
upon the Negro, I 
have watched white 
churchmen stand 
on the sideline 
and mouth pious 
irrelevancies and 
s a n c t i m o n i o u s 
trivialities. In the 
midst of a mighty 
struggle to rid our 
nation of racial and 
economic injustice, 

“We will have to repent in this generation not merely for the 
hateful words and actions of the bad people but for the appalling 

silence of the good people. Human progress never rolls in on 
wheels of inevitability; it comes through the tireless efforts of men 
willing to be co workers with God, and without this hard work, 

time itself becomes an ally of the forces of social stagnation.”
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I have heard many ministers say: “Those are social 
issues, with which the gospel has no real concern.” And 
I have watched many churches commit themselves to a 
completely other worldly religion which makes a strange, 
un-Biblical distinction between body and soul, between 
the sacred and the secular.

I have traveled the length and breadth of Alabama, 
Mississippi and all the other southern states. On sweltering 
summer days and crisp autumn mornings I have looked 
at the South’s beautiful churches with their lofty spires 
pointing heavenward. I have beheld the impressive outlines 
of her massive religious education buildings. Over and 
over I have found myself asking: “What kind of people 
worship here? Who is their God? Where were their voices 
when the lips of Governor Barnett dripped with words 
of interposition and nullification? Where were they when 
Governor Wallace gave a clarion call for defiance and 
hatred? Where were their voices of support when bruised 
and weary Negro men and women decided to rise from 
the dark dungeons of complacency to the bright hills of 
creative protest?”
. . .

Never before have I written so long a letter. I’m afraid it 
is much too long to take your precious time. I can assure 
you that it would have been much shorter if I had been 
writing from a comfortable desk, but what else can one 
do when he is alone in a narrow jail cell, other than write 

long letters, think long thoughts and pray long prayers?

If I have said anything in this letter that overstates the 
truth and indicates an unreasonable impatience, I beg you 
to forgive me. If I have said anything that understates the 
truth and indicates my having a patience that allows me 
to settle for anything less than brotherhood, I beg God to 
forgive me.

I hope this letter finds you strong in the faith. I also hope 
that circumstances will soon make it possible for me to 
meet each of you, not as an integrationist or a civil-rights 
leader but as a fellow clergyman and a Christian brother. 
Let us all hope that the dark clouds of racial prejudice 
will soon pass away and the deep fog of misunderstanding 
will be lifted from our fear drenched communities, and in 
some not too distant tomorrow the radiant stars of love 
and brotherhood will shine over our great nation with all 
their scintillating beauty.

Yours for the cause of Peace and Brotherhood,
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Walter 
Comeaux

Niki
Beeson

Calvert 
Stone

Parker Marschall Bingham StewartAshley Coco Chase McCalip Ryan Falgoust Sarah Thigpen
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Member Appreciation Month
Our members are the backbone of our association. To say thank you, we have set 

aside the month of May to show our appreciation! 

May 1
BRBA Day of Service: Law Day

May 17
Lunch with BRBA Leaders

TBD
The BRBA will offer a free Ethics and Professionalism CLE seminar in May.

Check our website and e-newsletter for more details. 

Free headshots and logo consultations throughout the month of May. 
Email landon@brba.org to reserve a spot. 

The BRBA will spotlight members throughout the month of May. 

WE OUR MEMBERSBRBA
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Attorney Spotlight: 
 Brittany Tassin
BY GAIL STEPHENSON

TBRL: I know you work for the Sexual Trauma 
Awareness & Response (STAR). Tell me a little about the 
organization.

BT:  Everyone knows that a criminal defendant is 
entitled to an attorney, but what about the victim? We 
work to represent sexual assault survivors at no cost to 
them in nine areas of law, including protection orders, 
Title 9, employment, housing, and criminal adversary 
proceedings. We serve people who need help navigating 
the trial process and exercising their voice.

TBRL: How did you come to be employed by STAR?

BT:  I’m from Alexandria, and when I moved to Baton 
Rouge to go to Southern for law school, I wanted to get 
involved in the community. I didn’t know anyone here, 
and I wanted something that wasn’t law school-related to 
keep me sane. So I volunteered with STAR. When Morgan 
Lamandre created the legal department, I started interning 
here. After I graduated from SULC in 2016, I was hired as 
a Staff Attorney.

TBRL: When and why did you decide you wanted to be 
an attorney? 

BT:  I got involved with the Teen Court program at 
Alexandria Senior High School. I was the prosecutor, and 
everyone told me I was really good at it. Later a family 
friend took in a foster child, and I watched the system fail 
him repeatedly. I saw how people need help and thought 
I could be someone who provided that help. I’m happy to 
say that child was eventually formally adopted and is now 
my godchild.

TBRL: If you hadn’t gone to law school, what career 
might you have chosen?

BT:  All through elementary school I told my parents 
I wanted to be a house painter. But seriously, with my 
degree in Criminal Justice from LSUA, I’d probably 
have gone into work with the federal corrections 
system.

TBRL: I see your name on the volunteer page 
of TBRL quite frequently. Tell me about 
your involvement with the BRBA.

BT:  I always volunteer for Law Day 
and Mock Trial—those children are truly 
magnificent. Belly Up is always fun—STAR 

didn’t have a booth in 2018, but we did the year before 
and probably will this year. I love filling Easter eggs for the 
Easter Eggstravaganza and hope to get a chance to help 
with one of the egg hunts. The BRBA activity I enjoy most 
is Teen Court. That’s what started me on the path to a 
legal career, and I want to have that impact on other teens.

TBRL: I know that in your law school days you were 
involved in a multitude of activities. What all were you 
involved in, and how did your law school experience help 
you become who you are today?

BT:  My three years at SULC were some of the best times 
of my life. I experienced personal growth because of the 
diversity and overall atmosphere. Everyone helps to make 
sure you’re on the path to success, no matter what your 
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INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY 
GAIL STEPHENSON

background. It’s sounds cheesy, but it really does feel like 
a family.

I was a Student Bar Association rep or officer all three 
years, served in the Juvenile Clinic, was on the Recruitment 
Committee and the Pro Bono Executive Committee, and 
the Trial Advocacy Board. Through those activities I 
learned the skills that help in practice.

TBRL: What advice would you give new attorneys?

BT:  Be humble. Ask for help when you need it. You don’t 
know everything. People in practice will help you if you 
ask. Be kind to yourself and let yourself learn, but be 
honest when you make those mistakes.

Find a good mentor who will help you incorporate what 
you learned in law school into practice. 

TBRL: Who is your mentor?

BT:  I have two—Professor Donald North at SULC and 
Thomas Davenport, an attorney in Alexandria. They’ve 
both encouraged me with this advice: “You are capable. 
Don’t be scared to do what you know you can do. Be 
confident. And always be ethical to the highest extent.”

TBRL: What do you do in your leisure time?

BT:  I enjoy traveling with my boyfriend and my son, 
Parker, who was born in December. I like swimming, 
being with family, playing with my Great Dane, and LSU 
softball.

TBRL: Tell me one thing about yourself that most people 
don’t know.

BT:  I was in fifth grade when 9-11 happened. I drew a 
picture and wrote a letter to the first responders, and my 
art teacher sent it to St. Paul’s Chapel. [St. Paul’s Chapel of 
Trinity Church is across the street from the World Trade 
Center and served as a place of rest and refuge for recovery 
workers at the site.] In preparation for a show on the tenth 
anniversary of 9-11, producers of the Good Morning 
America television show went through the thousands of 
letters sent to St. Paul’s and selected mine. They flew me 
and my dad to New York City to be on the show.
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In the course of serving as a mediator, I have observed 
a variety of different approaches to negotiation and 
mediation advocacy. While parties may have indeed settled 
during the process, the approach taken either enhanced or 
detracted from ultimate outcomes. 

While sound and complete preparation is the cornerstone 
to any successful negotiation, this brief article will focus 
on only five selected quick strategy tips to use during 
the actual mediation itself. These are basic negotiation 
techniques that are applicable in any negotiation venue, 
but this article is geared towards a mediation environment. 
One basic caveat to keep in mind throughout is that every 
thing you do and everything you say brings you closer to 
or further from your goal. There are no neutral actions; 
each is either building on or taking away from your 
desired outcome, and each word and action needs to be 
measured in that context.

1Mind your message: All negotiation is based on 
communication. Webster defines negotiation as 
“communication to influence another person’s 
decision…a discussion …to resolve a dispute or 

consummate a transaction.” Communication is defined 

as “an interchange of thoughts and/or ideas to gain or 
translate information.”1 

We are always communicating, with or without words 
in tone, posture and body language. We are always, 
then, sending a message, intended or not. Effective 
communication is the foundation of any effective 
negotiation.

Yet, communication is only as good as received. Have 
any of us, in personal or professional discussions, ever 
said something that was misinterpreted or misconstrued 
and we needed to correct the message? How good was 
that communication? In any communication, you must 
ask yourself, “Am I sending the message I intend? Is my 
opponent receiving the message I intend?” This is one 
reason why “framing,” which is essentially systematic 
packaging of negotiation messages, can sway decision 
makers and ultimately, outcomes. 

Classic studies on risk aversion by Amos Tversky and 
extended by Max Bazerman counsel negotiators to 
“frame”  or present offers in terms of gain instead of loss.2 
Greater impact is created by emphasis of uncertainty and 

Five Quick, Hot 
Mediation Tips
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realistic risks, leading the opponent to prefer a sure gain 
through settlement. 

In an example of simple misunderstanding, consider 
negotiators who insist on using ranges. For example, 
the plaintiff attorney who demands from her opponent 
$50,000 to $60,000 to settle the case. What number does 
she hear? Her opponent? Indeed, a perceptive listener 
might interpret her failure to simply focus on $60,000 as 
a lack of confidence in the case for some unspoken reason 
and adjust responses accordingly to bring in the case far 
lower than the suggested range. The attorney, who hoped 
the range would be interpreted as a desire to be reasonable, 
actually sent the message that she lacked confidence in her 
position. 

Ury and Fisher, in Getting to Yes, counsel against naked-
number (numbers without rationale) haggling since it 
sends mixed or inconsistent messages.3 Mixed messages 
are weak. Naked-number messages are 
weak and may be construed as arbitrary. 
Arbitrary positions are rarely valued by 
the opponent, and arbitrary positions 
are considered highly negotiable. To be 
valued, positions or numbers should 
always carry rationale as to the position 
itself. In certain circumstances, it may 
be appropriate to add why the position 
cannot be modified at this time or what it 
would take by your opponent (a promise) 
for you to modify it.4 Everything you say...

2  Give value to your opponents as 
a tool to position  your offers, 
interests and/or arguments for 
acceptance:  Deborah M. Kolb 

discusses “Shadow Negotiations” — the 
underlying relationships that develop 
as parties negotiate — and indicates, 
“whether parties are negotiating price 
or performance, they’re also negotiating 
their relationship.”5 

We know from studies on reactive 
devaluation that parties will always 
evaluate the messenger before the message 
and value source before substance. If the 
goal of negotiation is to influence your 
opponents’ decisions, you will not gain 
influence without the ability to impact 

them, and never impact them unless they feel that you 
have become significant either through the facts of your 
argument or through the benefit they feel you offer to 
meet the needs of their agenda.  

Keys to creating value are: attention, acknowledgement, 
acceptance and affirmation. During the opening joint 
session, use posture and eye contact to confirm to your 
opponents that you are paying attention and listening to 
their argument. You are not being asked to agree; simply 
listen. By assuring them in this manner that their position 
has been heard, you increase the potential that your 
counter positions will be taken in context of their position 
and not be considered arbitrary. By simply listening and 
perhaps re-stating what you hear is important to them, 
you also acknowledge their argument (not agree with), 
you accept their right to make it (not agree) and you 
affirm their role as a participant in building an outcome. 

“Use vivid argument: In the joint session, you have the unique opportunity 
to, in an informal yet structured setting, present your positions directly 
to the decision makers on the other side. Use it wisely by bringing your 

arguments to life. ” 
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People crave approval and value. It costs nothing to give it 
in this context. Every thing you do...

3Use vivid argument: In the joint session, you have 
the unique opportunity to, in an informal yet 
structured setting, present your positions directly 
to the decision makers on the other side. Use it 

wisely by bringing your arguments to life. 

Max Bazerman maintains that all negotiators are subject 
to what he labels “vividness bias,” defined as negotiators’ 
“tendency to overweight prestigious attributes of a 
decision and underweight less flashy issues that will 
nonetheless profoundly affect them.”6 Studies by Marie 
Wilson, Greg Northcraft and Margaret Neale showed that 
vivid arguments resulted in almost twice as many (82% 
v. 46%) jury verdicts as dull arguments and in higher 
jury awards. Jurors who heard the vivid arguments also 
recalled twice as many facts as the jurors who heard dull 
arguments. The content of the arguments was the same. 
In one case the wording was “the slab was jagged and 
had to be sanded” for the vivid and “the slab was rough 
and had to be planed” for the dull. Simple, but effective 
differences. 

A vivid opening statement of your position and/or a vivid 
statement by an articulate client with a good story to tell 

in a mediation may potentially have a positive impact on 
your outcomes. Everything you say… 

4Don’t be afraid to make the first offer, but make 
it wisely:  Adam Galinsky states that research 
shows that more often than not, negotiators who 
make the first offer come out ahead.7 Galinsky 

feels that the studies show that outcomes are affected by 
the first relevant numbers that come into the negotiation 
environment. In positions of uncertainty and ambiguity, 
first relevant numbers have a strong anchoring effect and 
tend to pull judgments towards themselves.   

The key is relevancy. Numbers should be aggressive, not 
absurd. (Far enough outside the ballpark to be considered 
aggressive, but not so far as to be totally discounted by 
your opponent).  Galinsky cites other studies that show 
more aggressive initial positions generally result in more 
favorable outcomes. 

High anchors focus attention on positive attributes of a 
transaction or case and low offers on flaws. Interestingly, 
the studies show that these anchors have the same effect 
on experts as non-experts, demonstrating that even 
professional negotiators are not immune.8 Studies on 
social proofs and on behavior in ambiguous or uncertain 
circumstances show us that criteria and information 

supporting the use of such by similar 
people or in similar circumstances will 
assist in attaching relevancy to positions or 
outcomes.9 Every thing you say and do…
       

5Watch out for positional bias that 
can adversely affect your outcome: 
During the course of the mediation, 
ongoing positions should always 

signal your target position or price. Target 
price is the price or position that gives you 
everything you want and a better outcome 
than your reserve position or price. The 
reserve price is your walk-away position or 
price.  However, watch out for positional 
bias that may stifle your acceptance of an 
outcome higher than your reserve and less 
than your target. Don’t forget your goal is 
an outcome at your reserve or better.

Max Bazerman suggests that we can 
frame our own defeats by failing to take 
into account that negotiators commonly 
overestimate their ability to get an opponent 
to a desired price.10 Similarly, parties can 
become so immersed in their positions that 
they fail to consider objective evidence that 
may adversely impact their outcomes. 

During the mediation, be open to consider 
how adverse evidence can impact outcomes. 

MEDIATION AND
ARBITRATION OF

COMPLEX DISPUTES

p:   866.367.8620     e:  info@ pattersonresolution.com     w:   pattersonresolution.com

BATON ROUGE  |  NEW ORLEANS  |  LAFAYETTE  |  SHREVEPORT  |  MONROE
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1 Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary, (2d ed. 1983).
2 Max Bazerman, Picking the Right Frame: Make Your Best Offer Seem 
Better, 7 Negotiation 10, Program on Negotiation at Harv. L. Sch. 
(Oct. 2004).
3 Roger Fisher & William Ury, Getting to Yes: Negotiating Agreement 
Without Giving In (2d ed. 1993).
4 William Ury, Getting Past No (1991).
5 Deborah M. Kolb, Staying in the Game, 6 Negotiation 12, Program 
on Negotiation at Harv. L. Sch (Dec. 2003).
6 Max Bazerman, What’s Really Relevant? The Role of Vivid Data in 
Negotiation, 7 Negotiation 5, Program on Negotiation at Harv. L. Sch. 
(May 2004).
7 “Adam D. Galinsky, Should You Make the First Offer?, 7 Negotiation 
7, Program on Negotiation at Harv. Law Sch. (July 2004).
8 David A. Lax & James Sebenius, Anchoring the Big Picture, 7 
Negotiation 11, Program on Negotiation at Harv. L. Sch. (Nov. 2004).
9 Robert B Cialdini, Everybody’s Doing It, 7 Negotiation 1, Program 
on Negotiation at Harv. L. Sch. (Jan. 2004).
10 Max H. Bazerman, Great Expectations, 7 Negotiation 1, Program on 
Negotiation at Harv. L. Sch. (Jan. 2004).
11 Ury, supra note 4.

Ask yourself if the decision maker or finder of fact were 
to give credence to such information or evidence, on what 
basis would they do that and how would that affect the 
outcome. Ury and Fisher tell us “we all see the world 
from the bell tower of our own village,” from our own 
perspective, through our own filters.  We are reminded by 
them to “go to the balcony” to overlook the dispute or 
transaction from another or neutral perspective and adjust 
positions to build outcomes accordingly.11 

Keep in mind the realities and impact of reactive 
devaluation, naïve realism decision traps and anchors on 
your own and your opponent’s positions. Adjust your 
responses and initiatives accordingly. Everything you do 
. . .

The above five tips are not meant to be inclusive by any 
means, but are only a few tools that can impact your 
outcomes in mediation.  Keep in mind that everything you 
do and everything you say brings you closer to or further 
from your goal.

Jonathon M. Branton has joined the firm as an associ-
ate. Jonathon graduated from the LSU Law Center in May 
2018, where he served on the Ethics Committee, partici-
pated extensively in Moot Court and Trial Advocacy com-
petitions, and held an externship in the Executive Division 
of the Louisiana Attorney General’s Office. Mr. Branton’s 
areas of practice will include commercial litigation, surety
ship, and construction law.

We Are Pleased To Announce:

In American English, any more and anymore have different 
meanings. (The Brits don’t use the compound anymore.) The 
two-word form refers to quantities; the compound refers 
to time and substitutes for “any longer.” Anymore usually 
appears at the end of a sentence, although any more may also 
be found in that position.

EXAMPLES:
You don’t send me flowers anymore.
I wanted to send you roses, but the florist didn’t have any 
more.

Fax ideas for future Gail’s Grammar columns to 771-5913, call 
Gail at 771-4900 ext. 216, or e-mail her at 

Gstephenson@sulc.edu.

GAIL’S GRAMMAR
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When President Donald Trump referred to a professional 
football player who knelt rather than stood for the national 
anthem as a “son of a bitch” in October 2017, many 
people wondered what the actual rules were regarding 
respect for the national anthem and the American flag. 
Most lawyers know there are federal statutes concerning 
flag etiquette, but what exactly are those rules and what 
happens if they are violated?

The National Flag Code, now found in Title 4 of the U.S. 
Code, was adopted in 1923 on Flag Day, June 14, and was 
based on procedures adopted by the Army and Navy.1 It 
was placed in the U.S. Code in 1942. The rules regarding 
respect for the flag during the playing of the Star-Spangled 
Banner are found in 36 U.S. Code § 301. The federal 
rules are merely precatory.2 Failure to follow these rules 
may earn you social disapprobation, but no legal penalty 
applies.

When the anthem is played, those in uniform “should” 
salute “at the first note” and “maintain that position 
until the last note.”3 Veterans and military members not 
in uniform “may” salute in the same manner as those in 
uniform.4 Everyone else “should face the flag and stand 
at attention with their right hand over the heart,” and 
men “should remove their headdress with their right hand 
and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand being over the 
heart.”5 And if no flag is present, those present “should 
face toward the music and act in the same manner they 
would if the flag were displayed.”6  

But what of the other rules of flag etiquette? The rules for 
reciting the Pledge of Allegiance are the same as for the 
national anthem: standing at attention, hand over heart, 
male headdress removed, a salute for military members 
in uniform.7 As we celebrate Flag Day this June, some of 
these other rules of flag etiquette are described below so 
that you’ll have no excuse for failing to give Old Glory its 
due.

On buildings and flagstaffs, the flag should be displayed 
only from sunrise to sunset, unless lighted during the hours 
of darkness.8 It should not be displayed in the rain, unless 
it’s an “all weather flag.”9 If a flag is displayed on a parade 
float, it should be on a flagstaff or, if on a wall of the float, 
displayed with the stars in the upper left-hand corner.10 
No one should be standing on top of the float waving the 
flag. When a flag is attached to a motor vehicle, the staff 
should be “firmly attached to the chassis or clamped to the 
right fender.”11 

When other flags are flown from adjacent flag staffs, the 
U.S. flag is always placed on the right. Flags of other 
nations may be the same size as the U.S. flag and flown on 
staffs of equal height, but under international usage, no 
nation’s flag may be flown above another in peacetime.12  

“The flag should never touch anything beneath it, such as 
the ground, the floor, water, or merchandise.”13 We’ve all 
seen football halftime shows where a giant American flag 
is carried onto the field horizontally, but according to the 
U.S. Code, that’s disrespectful: “The flag should never be 
carried flat or horizontally, but always aloft and free.”14  

What about American flags on clothing? The Code says 
the flag should not be used “as wearing apparel, bedding, 
or drapery.”15 This has been interpreted to mean you 
can’t turn a flag into clothing, but you can put a flag on 
clothing. Specific rules permit flag patches on the uniforms 
of “military personnel, firemen, policemen, and members 
of patriotic organizations.”16 

Do you own one of those ubiquitous flag lapel pins? Are 
you wearing it correctly? The U.S. Code says this: “The 
flag represents a living country and is itself considered a 
living thing. Therefore, the lapel flag pin being a replica, 
should be worn on the left lapel near the heart.”17 

Perhaps one of the most violated rules is the prohibition 

The Rules of Flag Etiquette
GIVING OLD GLORY ITS DUE: 
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on the use of the flag for advertising. The Code states that 
“[t]he flag should never be used for advertising purposes 
in any manner whatsoever.”18 It’s not supposed to be 
embroidered on items like “cushions or handkerchiefs,” or 
printed on things “for temporary use and discard,” such 
as napkins. And advertising flags or signs should never be 
attached to a flag staff on which the U.S. flag is flown.19  
While violating the advertising prohibition isn’t a crime in 
most of the U.S., it is in the District of Columbia, where 
you can be sentenced to 30 days in jail and a $1,000 fine.20 
Decorating merchandise or bags to carry merchandise 
with a flag is a violation of the Louisiana flag desecration 
statute and could subject you to 90 days in jail and a $100 
fine.21 

“Perhaps one of the most violated rules is the prohibition on the use of the 
flag for advertising. The Code states that ‘[t]he flag should never be used 

for advertising purposes in any manner whatsoever.’”

1 In 1916 President Woodrow Wilson 
declared the first Flag Day. In 1949 
Congress established the first National 
Flag Day. 
2 Individual states, however, have adopted 
criminal penalties. For example, Louisiana 
makes flag desecration a criminal offense. 
La. R.S. 14:116.
3 36 U.S.C. § 301(b)(1)(A).
4 Id. at § 301(b)(1)(B).
5 Id. at § 301(b)(1)(C).
6 Id. at § 301(b)(2).
7 4 U.S.C. § 4.
8 Id. at § 6(a).
9 Id. at § 6(c).
10 Id. at § 7(a) & (i).
11 Id. at § 7(b).
12 Id. at § 7(g).
13 Id. at § 8(b).
14 Id. at § 8(c).
15 Id. at § 8(d).
16 Id. at § 8(j).
17 Id. 
18 Id. at § 8(i).
19 Id.
20 Id. at § 3.
21 La. R.S. 14:116(3) makes it a crime 
to “[e]xpose to public view, or have in 
possession for sale or any other purpose, 
any article of merchandise, or thing for 
holding or carrying merchandise, upon 
or to which shall have been produced or 
attached any flag, in order to advertise, 
call attention to or decorate such article.”
22 4 U.S.C. § 10.

So now you know the rules and have no excuse for 
violating them. Don’t like the rules? The authority for 
making and changing customs and rules related to respect 
for the flag rests solely with the President of the United 
States.22 
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Vital Statistics
Position: Judge, Baton Rouge City Court

Born:  New Orleans, La. - Raised: Baton Rouge, La.
College: Louisiana State University, Bachelor’s of Science in Criminal Justice/Sociology, class of 1991

Law School: Southern University Law School, J.D., cum laude, class of 1996
Family: Husband, J.R. Vendetto, and daughter, Vincenza

Staff: Katrina Johnson, Legal Secretary; Jasmine Robinson, Legal Specialist; 
Rachel Warren, Law Clerk; William Morgan, Bailiff

TBRL: Why did you go to law school?

JMV: I always wanted to be a lawyer.   I liked the 
reasoning.  My family members would tell you I liked the 
argument. I liked the idea of learning about the law and 
how it applied. I liked the process of reading, reasoning 
and logic.

I was probably in middle school when I decided I wanted 
to be a lawyer. My brother was an investigator for the 
District Attorney’s Office. I got to ride around in the CSI 
van with my brother, until he would get a call, and then 
he would drop me off. I heard his stories, and they got me 
fired up.

TBRL: Can you tell us what your life was like growing 
up?

JMV: I was the baby of seven children. My mother was 
very busy. My parents always jokingly said they wanted 
6 kids!  It seemed like my mother was always feeding 
seven times seven.  Kids,  grandkids, she fed everyone.  I 
stayed at home and with my parents all the way through 
law school. I didn’t move at all until I was married.  We 
lived in Plantation Trace, about a mile and a half from 
LSU. 

We had moved to Baton Rouge after I finished  pre-K 
in New Orleans.  I went to St. Aloysius for grades one 
through eight, and then St. Joseph’s Academy, where I  
graduated in 1987.    I swam at the Kenilworth pool every 
summer, and I was a lifeguard and swim team coach. 

I went to LSU for my undergraduate degree in Criminal 
Justice and Sociology.   In college I kept coaching the swim 
team, and also waited tables at Calendar’s and the Daquiri 
Café.   

Before I went to law school at Southern, I worked for Judge 
Erwin for a brief time as a docket clerk.  After I graduated 
law school, I went back to work for him full time as a law 
clerk.  I didn’t try to work during law school.  

TBRL: What was the best thing about working for Judge 
Erwin?

JMV: Well, I loved being in court every day.   Judge Erwin 
always had me in the courtroom. We would listen and 
then later discuss the case.  We would research and discuss 
the law and apply it to the facts. Judge Erwin was always 
able to make a decision.  He liked being right, but was 
not afraid to be wrong.  Judge Erwin taught me that you 
have to take in the totality of the circumstances in order 
to make a decision.  Especially in misdemeanor court, he 
could be compassionate when necessary.

TBRL:  What’s it like being a judge in City Court?

JMV: In City Court you learn that the majority want to 
do the right thing; they don’t have money; they’re poor; 
they’re scared. In any given week you are doing a little bit 
of social work. This is the worst day of the defendant’s 
life, he or she has never been through the criminal justice 
system before. I have to give credit to my staff who work 
with me; they go out of their way to help people. It was 
very important that when I started out, they were already 
good at their jobs.

TBRL: What do you enjoy the most about the job?

JMV: I enjoy the people. I enjoy the interaction with the 
attorneys and litigants; it gives me a sense of what people 
are like. I feel like I have a finger on the pulse of the city.
Some things do need to change. I see a lot of people who 
are truly good. This is not what you see in the newspaper 
or on the news. People in Baton Rouge are generally good. 
Some people have difficulties and want to change.  When 
it comes to misdemeanor criminal court, we can help them 
make that change. I very much enjoy the criminal court 
aspect of my job; it’s what I grew up doing.   I like civil 
court as well — civil cases and small claims. It’s kind of 
refreshing. It’s interesting and keeps me learning all the 
time.

TBRL: What is the worst part about the job?

Judicial Interview: City Court Judge 
Judy Moore Vendetto
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JMV: Evictions.  We have to follow the law, and try to 
do the right thing, but the cases are sad.   Sometimes 
the people have children, sometimes they’ve lived in a 
certain place for so many years. It can be gut wrenching. 
Sometimes I want to get off the bench and cry when the 
cases are over.    

TBRL: What advice would you give lawyers coming 
before you?

JMV: Take the time to learn the court. Every year we 
have CLE with City Court and the Baton Rouge Bar 
Association. It’s a free CLE introducing City Court. Each 
of the judges, the probation officers, prosecutors, public 
defenders, participate.  You will get to know the court 

and the judges.  Get your name on a volunteer list, a 
pro bono list.  We have a few conflict cases through the 
public defender’s office, and you can get on the list to be 
appointed.    If you have a case in City Court, be sure you 
appear—some people don’t, and fail to call when they’re 
going to be late, which can have a bad impact.

TBRL:  What’s something people don’t know about you?

JMV:   Well, I held the State record as a kid in the 
800-meter freestyle swim.  During my 3-L year, I went 
skydiving-before finals, so that if my chute didn’t open, I 
hadn’t done all that studying for nothing!

TBRL:  What kinds of things are you involved in outside 
of work?

JMV:  Well, first I’m Vincenza’s mom.  She’s 
my 13-year-old daughter.  She’s at the LSU 
Lab School in the 8th grade.  She swims year 
round at Tiger Aquatics and otherwise also 
needs my care and time.  We belong together 
to the National Charity League, which is 
a mother-daughter organization that does 
volunteer work — great organization.  I 
run the snowball stand for the St. Aloysius 
Fair, and I like to cook — although JR, 
my husband, is the grillmaster.  I have a 
“Reading Buddy” at Highland Elementary 
school.  We read together, and I went to 
his Christmas play.  I am a member of the 
Krewe of Artemis.

My dad taught us about “giving back.”  
Although they had been lifelong residents 
of New Orleans, when we came here 
mom and dad embraced Baton Rouge and 
took us kids along.  Dad taught us that it 
didn’t matter what you had or didn’t have, 
but how important it was to not just be 
thankful, but to give back.  If you have a 
gift, share it.  It’s not “all about you.”  

INTERVIEW BY 
JEFFREY S. WITTENBRINK
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I. History of Drag Queens and Drag Queen Story Hour 

Throughout American history, ordinances have openly 
outlawed cross-dressing. In Chicago, it was a crime to 
“appear in a public place in a state of nudity, or in a dress 
not belonging to his or her sex.” Columbus, Houston, San 
Francisco, St. Louis, Kansas City and other cities created 
similar ordinances that prohibited cross-dressing in public. 
Other ordinances forbidding cross-dressing were less 
explicit, like in New York, where a person could not be 
found in a disguise in a public place.1 People were arrested 
and convicted for noncompliance with the anti-crossing 
dressing regulations. Most lower courts in the United 
States have nullified cross-dressing statutes as being vague 
and not providing proper notice to citizens as to what is 
being criminalized.2  
 
The question of whether cross-dressing or self-identifying 
through clothing being protected by the First Amendment’s 
right to freedom of expression has not been decided by 
the Supreme Court of the United States. However, in 
City of Cincinnati v. Adams,3 the Ohio Supreme Court 
considered a statute that prohibited one not dressing as 
their sex and rejected the defendant’s argument that a 
“transvestite’s mode of dress is an expression protected 
by the First Amendment.”4 The court was not able to 
recognize dress as a form of conduct that illustrates an 
idea protected by the First Amendment because dress does 
not represent a philosophy or ideal, as dress is only a part 
of style or personal grooming.5 The court held the statute 
unconstitutional because the statute was vague as it failed 
to give fair notice of what was being criminalized, nor did 
the statute give law enforcement officers any guidelines on 
how to enforce the law.6   

The past history of prejudice against cross-dressing has 
likely led to current events to help destigmatize cross-
dressing, like Drag Queen Story Hour, which was created 
in 2015 by Michelle Tea and RADAR Productions in San 

Francisco. The purpose of Drag Queen Story Hour is 
to promote love, diversity and acceptance from a group 
of people who have been branded by society since the 
start of the country. Drag Queen Story Hour consists of 
volunteers—men that dress in drag and read to children 
at a public library. The program allows individuals 
who want to promote the gender they identify with in a 
positive atmosphere. Drag Queen Story Hour has seen 
both positive and negative trends throughout the United 
States. The negative trends continue to this very day in 
Lafayette, Louisiana, where a public library attempted to 
host Drag Queen Story Hour. 

II. The Lafayette Controversy over Drag Queen Story 
Hour

On October 6, 2018, the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette’s (ULL) chapter of Delta Lambda Phi fraternity 
was scheduled to host a Drag Queen Story Hour at the 
Lafayette Parish Library (LPL).7 Delta Lambda Phi 
fraternity wanted to integrate the idea of acceptance and 
diversity to LPL’s already existing “Story Hour,” which 
allows volunteers to read to children. The program would 
have created a connection between the youth of Lafayette 
and students at ULL who are dedicated to destigmatizing 
drag queens. 

The LPL decided to move the event to the South Louisiana 
Community College (SLCC).8 In the middle of the chaos 
centering this event, Aaron Guidry, a Lafayette resident, 
and the Warriors for Christ and Special Forces of Liberty 
sued the LPL, Governor John Bel Edwards, and Attorney 
General Jeff Landry in the United States Western District 
Court of Louisiana.9 The petition alleged that LPL was 
violating the First Amendment’s Establishment Clause by 
naming drag queens as a religion, and the government 
was endorsing this religion by hosting the event.10 The 
trial court dismissed the lawsuit as a frivolous claim, 
but while the lawsuit was pending, LPL decided to stand 
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down from hosting this event.11 Eventually, SLCC made 
a public announcement that the Drag Queen Story Hour 
would be canceled because the threats made by the public 
posed safety concerns for the staff and participants of the 
event.12

LPL then created a policy that banned patrons from 
organizing events called Drag Queen Story Hour. The 
policy required that residents who wanted to use a meeting 
room for any use to sign a document denying any relation 
with Drag Queen Story Hour and promising to not use 
the room for that purpose.13 The American Civil Liberties 
Union of Louisiana filed suit in the Western District of 
Louisiana challenging the policy on Drag Queen Story 
Hour as a violation of the participants’ First Amendment 
right to freedom of speech.14 LPL decided to lift the ban 
because of the pending lawsuit in the Western District.15 

III. First Amendment Rationales and Public Libraries’ 
Functions

Inherent in the issue of cancellation of the Drag Queen 
Story Hour across the country is a concern with the 

drag queens’ right to freedom of speech under the First 
Amendment. The United States Supreme Court has 
weighed issues pertaining to what type of speech is 
protected under the First Amendment throughout history, 
from the passing of pamphlets protesting the United 
States entering into certain wars to burning a flag on the 
steps of a government building.16 Theories manifested 
from the Court’s discussion of freedom of speech include 
marketplace of ideas, self-government, and autonomy. 
Additionally, jurisprudence has interpreted symbolic 
speech as a protected category of speech under the First 
Amendment. Each theory and doctrine add a perspective 
into what individual speech is protected and what liberties 
Congress cannot tamper with. 

The theories of freedom of speech each serve a unique 

purpose in the modern understanding of the First 
Amendment protections. The marketplace of ideas theory 
emphasizes the social value of public discussion as the best 
mean of finding the truth of any given topic.17 The theory of 
self-governance conceptualizes that the First Amendment 
is an attempt for people to guarantee that the promotion 
of ideas and the discovery of the truth on public affairs 
are determined by the compromise of public discussion 
and decision.18 The theory of autonomy protects free 
expression of the individual for self-fulfillment and self-
identification.19 The Supreme Court created a two-part 
test to determine if speech is symbolic in Texas v. Johnson: 
1) it must have intent to convey a particular message and 
2) there must be a strong likelihood “that the message 
would be understood by those who viewed it.”20  

The government may regulate the speech in a limited 
public forum, but the regulations must be: (1) content 
neutral; (2) designed to serve significant government (like 
health and safety); and (3) leave ample alternative channels 
for expressive activity.21 The Court found that content-
based restrictions are presumptively invalid as the First 
Amendment prohibits the government from restricting 

“expression because of its message, its ideas, its subject, or 
its content.”22 When a law has a content-based restriction, 
the Court employs the highest standard of review, the strict 
scrutiny standard of review,23 but when a law is content 
neutral, the Court employs the intermediate standard of 
review.24 This gives the government justification to restrict 
time, place or manner of expression when the restriction 
is content-neutral, serves a significant government 
interest and leaves open ample alternative channels of 
communication.25  

IV. An Argument that Dressing in Drag Is a Form of 
Speech Protected by the First Amendment’s Right to 
Freedom of Expression. 

The first question in the Texas v. Johnson analysis is 
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whether the conduct actually embodies a communicative 
element that is a particularized message. Scholars have 
formed opinions related to dressing in drag and explaining 
why that conduct is a communicative element that is a 
particularized message. In most instances, the objective 
of dressing in drag is to produce a persona of “extreme 
femininity that is believable—an image that could pass 
for a woman.”26 Dressing in drag is meant to confront 
the fundamental considerations of gender because men 
who dress in drag are radiating the elegance and beauty 
of a woman while also using overtly masculine language 
(meaning very graphic and sexual comments).27 The 
communicative element in drag has sparked debate from 
feminist scholars who believe that drag is integrally a 
misogynistic act because the conduct highly stereotypes 
the image of womanhood.28  

In retrospect, the success of drag depends on the audience 
“members’ recognition that the ‘woman’ they are watching 
is actually a man.”29 Today, dressing in drag is for a male 
performer to produce an exaggerated look of a woman, so 
that it is clear to the viewer that the performer is actually 
a male.30 Dressing in drag is also meant to cause diverse 
reactions in various contexts with different audiences 
because the performance is meant to create a cognitive 
dissonance in the viewers’ traditional views of gender 
roles. If drag queens’ performances create more discussion 
on gender roles, they have achieved their purpose to create 
this discomfort within the viewer because the audience 
member is now questioning the “normal” way of thinking.  

VIII. Conclusion. 

What happens now? Libraries of certain communities are 
seeking to prohibit the symbolic speech of drag queens 
who want to participate in Drag Queen Story Hour. 
Libraries are limited public forums, which means that 
they may regulate speech in that space so long as it does 
not restrict the content of that speech. Dressing in drag 
possesses both elements for symbolic speech from Texas v. 
Johnson and should be granted protection under the Right 
to Freedom of Expression from the First Amendment. 
The regulations by the libraries are based on the content 
of drag queens dressing in drag because if a “normally” 
dressed person wanted to participate in the event, it is less 
likely the library would have an issue.

“The first question in the Texas v. Johnson analysis is whether the conduct 
actually embodies a communicative element that is a particularized 
message. Scholars have formed opinions related to dressing in drag 

and explaining why that conduct is a communicative element that is a 
particularized message.” 
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There are few people outside 
immediate family who have 
a deep and lasting impact on 
who we are.  Paul Marks was 
one of those people. 

I first met Paul in 1983 while 
clerking at the Mathews, 
Atkinson, Guglielmo, Marks 
& Day law firm and then 
practiced with him for almost 
30 years until his retirement 
just a few years ago. Paul 
had a wonderful disposition, 
always greeting you with a 
smile and a genuine interest 
in your life. 

He grew up in Baton Rouge 
and attended LSU for both 
his undergraduate degree and 
law school.  Paul’s dad was a 
well known ophthalmologist, 
and their family has deep 
roots in our community. 

While at LSU, he had the 
honor of being Mike the 
Tiger’s caretaker. In recent 
years when LSU has had trouble getting Mike into his 
rolling cage for pre-game festivities, Paul laughed because 
he never had any problem getting Mike to comply. 
Apparently a hungry tiger will happily get into a cage with 
food. 

Paul also enjoyed a good 
prank, even if it was 
played on him.  During 
college he was a member 
of Zeta Beta Tau, the 
world’s first Jewish 
fraternity.  At that same 
time, James Carville was 
a Sigma Nu.  Each year 
before Christmas break 
Paul got the biggest kick 
out of the Christmas 
ham Carville would have 
the Sigma Nus deliver to 
ZBT. 
Also during his 

undergrad years Paul had 
the opportunity to work on 
LSU’s production of West 
Side Story. It was then he 
became entranced with 
a beautiful dancer in the 
show, Anne Plauche from 
Lake Charles. Although 
not as impressed with Paul 
as he was with her, Anne 
eventually relented and a 
romance blossomed, leading 
to a 52-year marriage. 

The Markses went on to have 
three sons, Sonny, Treanor 
and Charles, and four 
grandchildren.  Family was 
the most important thing in 
his life, and Paul spoke often 
and proudly about his sons. 

As a stellar law school 
student, Paul won the 
Flory Trial Competition at 
LSU, so it was no surprise 
when his career trajectory 
made him one of the best 
casualty defense attorneys 

in Louisiana. However, before starting his practice in 
Baton Rouge, he had to take a little detour to Vietnam. 
Paul served in the Army, eventually being assigned as a 
prosecutor in Saigon.  Paul ultimately rose to the rank of 
Captain and received the Bronze Star Metal.  

In addition to his law 
practice, Paul also 
served as an adjunct 
member of the LSU Law 
School faculty, and he 
was very active in our 
bar association, serving 
as president in 1988. 

Paul was also 
instrumental in the 
creation of two of Baton 
Rouge’s best insurance 
defense firms — first, 
the Mathews, Atkinson 
firm, and then in 1995, 

Remembering 
Paul Marks

In Memoriam
BY SCOTT LOVE
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Guglielmo, Marks, Schutte, Terhoeve & Love. 

What was striking about Paul was his unselfish spirit in 
bringing younger lawyers into a personal relationship 
with his clients. Quite often lawyers jealously guard their 
clients.  Paul encouraged and nurtured young lawyers into 
understanding clients’ needs, helping them to communicate 
effectively, and ultimately allowing his younger partners 
to take over client relationships. 

What was striking knowing Paul first as a law clerk, then 
an associate, and finally as a partner, was his intensely 
competitive spirit. Practicing law with him you would see 
his kindness and smiling face, so on those occasions when 
you would see him in court, the contrast was jarring.  My 
nice, kind friend Paul Marks was happy to do battle in the 
courtroom. 

Although Paul retired from the active practice of law a few 
years ago, he remained active in our legal community as a 
highly sought-after mediator. As in every other aspect of 
his life, he proved skillful and successful in the mediation 
field. 

We said goodbye to Paul Marks way too soon and very 
unexpectedly. He left us at a “youthful” 76 on March 
8, 2019.  His passing leaves us sad.  His life leaves us 
enriched. 

INTERVIEW BY GLEN SCOTT LOVE

Charles W. Phillips was the 28th president of 
the BRBA from 1961 to 1962 and a founding 
partner at Taylor, Porter, Brooks and Phillips, 
LLP.

Calvin E. Hardin, Jr was the 29th president 
of the BRBA from 1962 to 1963 and a past 

president of the Louisiana State Bar 
Association from 1972 to 1973.

Luther Francis Cole was the 33rd president of 
the BRBA in 1966. Cole served in the United 

States Navy during World War II, in the 
Louisiana House of Representatives, as a 

judge on the 19th Judicial District Court and 
at the First Circuit Court of Appeal. He was 

elected to the Louisiana Supreme Court in 
1986 and served on the court with distinction 

until his retirement in 1992.

John Victor Parker was the 35th president of 
the BRBA in 1968. Parker was a United States 
District Judge of the United States District 
Court for the Middle District of Louisiana, 
served as an assistant parish attorney of the 
City of Baton Rouge and was nominated by 
President Jimmy Carter to a new seat on the 
United States District Court for the Middle 
District of Louisiana where he served as Chief 
Judge from 1979 to 1998.

Frank S. Graig, Jr. was the 31st president of 
the BRBA from 1964 to 1965. He graduated 

from LSU in 1940 Before becoming a partner 
at Phelps Dunbar LLP, he was an officer in the 
US Marine Corps in WWII and was awarded 

the Navy Cross, Silver Star, Bronze Star and 
Purple Heart. He was also a CEO for the 

Fidelity National Bank, the 1st president of 
the Junior Bar Association of Louisiana, a 
founding director of the Louisiana Nature 
Conservatory and a founder of the Baton 

Rouge Area Foundation

Louis Douglas Curet served as president of 
the BRBA from 1972-1973. He was a Fellow 
with the American College of Trust and 
Estate Counsel, a longtime board member of 
the Supreme Court of Louisiana Historical 
Society, inducted into the LSU Alumni Hall of 
Distinction in 2002 and received the Distin-
guished Attorney Award from the Louisiana 
Bar Foundation in 2004. He was also on the 
Board of Directors of Mary Bird Perkins Can-
cer Center where he raised millions of dollars 
in life-saving medical equipment and was the 
recipient of the Golden Deeds Award in 2006.
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What I’ve Learned: Philip “Phil” Shaheen

Vital Statistics
Age: 81

Born and Raised: Lake Charles, Louisiana
Parents: Philip Shaheen, Sr. and Adele Shaheen

Parents’ Occupation(s): They were in the restaurant business, and later owned a dry cleaners
Sibling:  Martha Marie Michael

Spouse: Yvonne Mansour
Children: Suzanne, Chris, Jimmy, Patrick and Scott

Grandchildren: Nine grandchildren and one great grandson
Law School: LSU Paul M. Hebert Law Center

TBRL: Tell us about you life before becoming a lawyer.

PS: I was born and raised in Lake Charles, Louisiana, and 
came to LSU in 1955 as an Air Force ROTC cadet. I had a 
great time in school and made a lot of friends. Sometimes, 
I even studied. I once participated in an epic “panty raid,” 
in the spring of 1956. It was organized only because Ole 
Miss had one. Ole Miss was our main SEC opponent back 
then, so we couldn’t let them outdo us.

TBRL: Why did you decide to go to law school? 

PS: I got into law school at LSU without having my 
undergraduate degree. Back then you could apply for law 
school if you had the requisite number of undergraduate 
hours and “points” towards admission. I had enough  
hours and points by 1959 to enter LSU Law school, and  
so I did.

TBRL: What is your favorite memory from law school?

PS: My favorite law school memory is the time I got “the 
asterisk.” In my last semester of law school, I took a class 
called “Relational Interests.” One of the topics in the class 
was the tort of wrongful interference in the relations of 
husbands and wives — I kept the textbook. There was a 
visiting professor from Rutgers who taught it. On exam 
day, for a four-hour test, I finished the test and went 
back over it. I looked up, but everybody in the class was 
still writing. I went over it again, didn’t see anything I’d 
change, and looked up again to see everybody still writing 
again. Finally I handed in the test, and the professor said, 
“You’re through?” I answered that I was, but was feeling 
doubtful, like maybe I missed something big. I received the 
highest grade in the class, and got the coveted “asterisk” 
posted by my grade.

TBRL: How long have you and your wife been married? 

PS: I married my wife, Yvonne Mansour, in 1960, while 
I was still in law school. She was already out of school 

and working as a pathologist at Our Lady of the Lake 
Hospital. We joke that I married an “older woman”; she 
is about a year older than me. We have been married now 
for 58 years. I refer to her as my “earth angel.” When we 
make 60, we plan to return to our honeymoon at Nassau. 
At that time  you could only get to Paradise Island by 
boat. It was a cantina and a few places to change clothes. 
The same place now houses the casino resorts. 

TBRL: What inspired you to become a lawyer? 

PS: I was inspired to become a lawyer by my cousin, Eddie, 
who was a District Attorney in Calcasieu Parish. He was 
later appointed by President John F. Kennedy to be the 
U.S. Attorney in the Western District of Louisiana. He was 
much older than me, and I admired him.

TBRL: How did you get your start as a lawyer?

PS: I started out in  law as a solo practitioner in my home 
town  in Lake Charles. Larry Roach and Lloyd Hennigan 
were lawyers  who had space in their upstairs offices, so I 
rented an office next to them. 

TBRL: Did you have any mentors? 

PS: Lloyd was kind of a mentor to me. Lloyd’s dad was 
head of the carpenters’ union, and Larry’s dad was head of 
the plumbers’ union and because they were well connected 
had plenty of business and threw some off to me. When I 
moved into a small office across from them, I made sure 
I could call either one of them, and they helped me, gave 
me forms and advice. I stayed solo all of these years, really 
only sharing office space with Jim Wood, who has passed 
away; Ron Causey, who has passed away, and Dennis 
Pennington, who is still alive. I never had an associate or 
a partner, but always was on my own. For fourteen years 
I practiced in Lake Charles, and then moved to Baton 
Rouge in 1976.  I had a brief interlude from the practice 
of law in business. When I came to Baton Rouge, I was 
in business with a relative in the office supply business 
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for about two years. After that I owned and operated the 
Olympia Health Spa, which I opened in April 1979, about 
forty years ago.

TBRL: What is something that most people don’t know 
about you? 

PS: Something most people don’t know about me is that 
I used to be a body builder. One of my mentors in the 
health spa business was Frank Zane, a three-time “Mr. 
Olympia,” who I met at a physique contest in Lake 
Charles. I had started weight lifting as a young lawyer in 
Lake Charles, but when I came to Baton Rouge, I got a 
little more serious about it and joined a club. Don Smith 
had a club on Mammoth Drive, where I worked out, and 
where I met Pete Pattry, who would later go into business 
with me at the Olympia Health Spa. Frank Zane got me 
started on a serious program of body building. Frank  
took me from a ‘blob” — I’m short and weighed 175 lbs,  
with a 40” waist — to having a 46” chest,  tapered to a 
30” waist, 14” biceps and 160 lbs. I was working out six 
days a week. 

I never competed. I once registered  in a physique contest 
in the “over 35” category in St. Louis, but the age group 
was eliminated, so I dropped out, because I’d be in the 
“open” competition with everyone (on steroids) and didn’t 
think I’d have a chance. The contest was advertised as 
“the first no steroid contest,” however. Later, I found out 
I would have won, because all those who tested  positive 
for steroids were eliminated. On another occasion, at a 
Health and Fitness Convention held in conjunction with 
the first “Ms. Olympia” contest in Philadelphia, I met 
Arnold Schwarzenegger. I worked out with him and Frank 
Zane at 8:00 am. — after we had all been up all night the 
night before dancing at a party sponsored by Arnold. I still 
work out with weights regularly at the Spectrum Fitness 
gym on Monterrey.  I am still active and  snow ski every 
year. In 1995 I was ranked tenth nationally  in the amateur 
slalom races. And I was an avid skin diver, at such exotic 
locations as Cayman, Cozumel, Bahamas and Belize.

TBRL: Tell us about the beginning of your legal career. 

PS: I started back in law practice in 1982 in Baton Rouge, 
working at the Public Defender’s office. Frank Saia was 
the Director of the Public Defender’s office and did a great 
job.

TRBL: What are some memorable highlights from your 
career as a lawyer? 

PS: My career highlights always came when, over the years, 
I helped a lot of people. I especially enjoyed a case when I 
thought the client was especially deserving of help. In one 
case while I worked at the Public Defender’s office under 
Frank Saia, my client, a black man, was charged with first-
degree murder of two white women. He was later arrested 

at home. We established that at the time of the murder he 
was having supper with his girlfriend and family at their 
home. The prosecutor systematically eliminated all of the 
potential black jurors, over my objection, and the man 
was convicted. I took the appeal, and the First Circuit 
reversed that verdict. The sad epilogue was that after 
the First Circuit decision, Frank Saia was elected District 
Court judge, and a new Public Defender was appointed. 
I had moved on to private practice, but came back to 
ask the new P.D. to allow me to argue the case when the 
prosecutor took a writ to the Louisiana Supreme Court. 
The new Public Defender director wouldn’t let me argue 
it, even when I offered to do it for no charge. He instead 
sent a newer lawyer, and the case was lost at the Louisiana 
Supreme Court. Judge Jack Watson was the swing vote.

TBRL: What is something that you have never done but 
still want to do? 

PS: I have been considering climbing the climbing wall at 
Uptown Climbing. I think I’ll do it on a Sunday! 

TBRL: Tell us something interesting. 

PS: Recently, I successfully defended a client charged with 
violating a protective  order on two occasions, by hiring an 
expert who explained, using facial recognition technology 
and expertise, that the person in the surveillance video 
could not have been my client.
 
TBRL: What advice would you give to a young lawyer 
starting out a legal career? 

PS: I would tell a young lawyer starting out to try to join 
a firm, or take on public service. Both of those  would 
be good ways to learn and to have some security in the 
practice of law. A sole practitioner has a tougher time 
these days, and when the economy goes down, it’s harder 
to find paying clients.

TBRL: What is the greatest lesson that you have learned? 

PS: The greatest lesson I have learned is: stay humble. 
That’s how I practice law, and live my life.
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Bar News
BY LANDON T. HESTER
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February Bar Luncheon
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David Abboud Thomas, Ann K. Gregorie, Linda Law Clark, Kelly Balfour, Chief Justice Bernette Johnson, Jennifer Moisant, Amy C. 
Lambert, Loren D. Shanklin Fleshman and Melissa M. Cresson at the BRBA’s February Bar Luncheon with Chief Justice Johnson as 

the keynote speaker.

Monica Vela-Vick, Brittany Holt Alexander, Anthony J, Gambino Jr. 
and Shelton Dennis Blunt at the February Bar Luncheon.

Ed Walters, Judge Guy Holdridge, Chief Justice Bernette Johnson, 
Darrel J. Papillion and Magistrate Judge Erin Wilder-Doomes.

Judge Tarvald Smith shared tips on practicing before City Court and  
provided valuable information on getting things through the court.

Judge Kelli T. Temple spoke with attendees on the best practices in 
the Baton Rouge City Court
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Thanks to everyone who attended the YLS Sidebar Luncheon at City 
Court on Thursday, March 14.

YLS Sidebar Luncheon at City Court
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BRBA Softball Tournament

Investiture of City Court Judge Chris Hester
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Judge Hester’s wife, Emily Hester, held the Bible as he was 
administered the oath of office.

Judge Hester’s mother, Connie Hester, presented him with his 
robe at his Investiture as Baton Rouge City Court Judge. 

Judge Chris Hester and family following his investiture on March 
28, 2019 at the City Court of Baton Rouge.  

Attorneys from Phelps Dunbar LLP with keynote speaker, Alston 
Johnson, at the BRBA’s November Bar Luncheon.

Judge Judy Moore Vendetto and Judge Yvette Alexander welcomed 
Judge Chris Hester (center) to the Baton Rouge City Court.
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Easter Eggtravaganza

The East Baton Rouge District Attorney’s Office, the Aggravated 
Batters, took home first place at this year’s BRBA Softball 

Tournament. 
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Congratulations for Long Law Firm for coming in second place 
at the BRBA’s 2019 Softball Tournament on March 23, at Oak Villa 

Sports Complex.  

David Handelman, Erik Kjeldsen, Megan Foreman, Jessica Holman   
and many others volunteered at the 2019 Easter Eggstravaganza 

egg hunt at University Terrace.

Cherita McNeal, Caty Gits Megan Foreman and Christopher P. 
Pierce volunteered at the 2019 Easter Eggstravaganza egg hunt at 

St. Francis Xavier. 
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2019 Bench Bar Conference
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Thank you to Patrick Kennedy and  Ric Simmons  for providing the 
musical entertainment at the Thursday night Cocktail Reception.

Judge Chris Hester and family attending the Bench Bar’s  
Thursday night Cocktail Reception .

Steven J. Moore, Judge Judy Moore Vendetto, Hayden Moore and 
District Attorney Hillar Moore at the 2019 Bench Bar Conference.

Keith Armstrong and his wife , Mary Beth Armstong, danced the 
night away to music by Snapper and the Fishsticks.
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A special thanks to the BRBA leaders David Abboud Thomas, Amy C. Lambert, Linda Law Clark, Luke Williamson, 
Shelton Dennis Blunt  and the many others who helped to make the 2019 Bench Bar Conference the best yet.

Chief Judge Shelly Dick with son Kelly Dick at the 2019 Bench Bar 
Conference Dinner-Dance.

BRBA President Amy C. Lambert rocked the house during her 
presidential performace with a rendition of Proud Mary.
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Foundation Footnotes
PRO BONO & TEEN COURT REPORTS —  2019

The Pro Bono Project is financially assisted by the Interest on Lawyers’ Trust 
Accounts (IOLTA) Program of the Louisiana Bar Foundation; Southeast 
Louisiana Legal Services; Family, District and City Court Filing Fees and the 
Baton Rouge Bar Foundation. Teen Court of Greater Baton Rouge is funded by 
the Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Accounts (IOLTA) Program for the Louisiana Bar 
Foundation.

The Baton Rouge Bar Foundation thanks those who 
volunteered in March and April. 

TEEN COURT -

Candace Ford, EBR Parish 
Attorney’s Office;  Otha 
“Curtis” Nelson, Jr., Louisiana 
Supreme Court, Division 
of Children and Families; 
Monica Vela-Vick, Phelps 
Dunbar; and Anthony 
Winters, Winters & Associates, 
PLLC, served as judges for the February and 
March Teen Court hearings.  Volunteers from the LSU 
Law School PILS program served as jury monitors for 
the hearings: Sara Duffy, Katherine Dukes and Jordan 
Tambara.   

Ariel Dixon, LA Workforce Commission; Jamie Flowers, 
U.S. Attorney’s Office; Raveen Hills, Attorney at Law; 
and Otha “Curtis” Nelson, Jr., Louisiana Supreme Court, 
Division of Children and Families, conducted a training 
session on Saturday, March 9, 2019. Judge Darrell White 
presided over the Teen Court swearing-in ceremony.  
Kevin Clement, Special Programs Director, Juvenile 
Court, assisted with the training and hearings.

YOUTH EDUCATION – 

Anthony Winters, Winters & Associates, PLLC, addressed 
the student body at Scotlandville Middle Magnet School 
for their Veteran’s Day program in November 2018.  Mr. 
Winters spoke about his military and legal experiences.  

ACCEPTING PRO BONO CASES – 

ReAzalian Allen, Attorney at Law; Edward Atebara, 
The Law Office of Edward R. Atebara; Morley Diment, 
Pierce & Shows; Erika Green, Attorney at Law; Michael 
Guy, Attorney at Law; Nicole Buggs Hazey, Law Office 
of Nicole Hazey, LLC; Tammeral Hills, Hills Law 
Firm, LLC; Deshona Mobley, Attorney at Law; Colin 
O’Rourke, Bienvenu Bonnecaze; Julie Ralph, McGlynn, 
Glisson & Mouton; and Brett Sandifer, Law Offices of 
Keith S. Giardina.

SELF HELP RESOURCE CENTER VOLUNTEERS – 

Attorneys – Janeane G. Abbott, Abbott Prescott, APLC; 
Steven E. Adams, Adams Law Office, APLC; Joseph 
Ballard, Entergy Services, Inc.; Ryan Brown, Roedel, 

Parsons, Koch, Blache, Balhoff & McCollister; 
Richard Curry, McGlinchey Stafford, 

PLLC;  David Handelman, Southeast 
Louisiana Legal Services; Gregory 

Hughes, Southeast Louisiana 
Legal Services; Denise Lee, 
LA Workforce Commission; 
John Obebe, EBR Office of 
Public Defender;  Jennifer 

Prescott, Abbott Prescott, APLC; Cynthia 
Reed, Southern University Law Center; Sandra Ribes, 
Attorney at Law; Alvin Washington, Southern University 
Law Center.
 
Law Students – LSU Law: MJ Hernandez. Southern 
University Law Center: Travlaus Clark, Tracey Comeaux,  
Alexis Davis, Michelle Garza, Elizabeth Goree, Ryan King, 
Reginald Matthews, Allison Melton and Kole Porter.

ASK A LAWYER VOLUNTEERS – 

Averil Sanders, Jr., Attorney at Law; DeVonna Pontieu, 
Attorney at Law; Emily Ziober, Attorney at Law; Adam 
Parker, Butler Snow; Ikeecia Colenberg, East Baton Rouge 
Family Court; Talya Bergeron, Southeast Louisiana Legal 
Services; James Word II, Attorney at Law. 

THIRST FOR JUSTICE VOLUNTEERS – 

Cherita McNeal, Attorney at Law; Scott Gaspard, 
Attorney at Law; Allen Posey, Jr., Attorney at Law; James 
“Jimmy” Zito, Attorney at Law; James Word II, Attorney 
at Law.

LAW STUDENT VOLUNTEERS – 

Darie Jordan, Candace Goldman, Alanna Hayman, 
Deisha LaGarde, Denice Robinette, Tanika Starks, 
Brittany Sullivan and Breana Wilson, Southern University 
Law Center.

Christian Davidson, LSU Law Center. 
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Duty Court 
Schedule

*Unless otherwise noted, all meetings will 
be held at the Baton Rouge Bar office.

For classified or display ad rates, 
contact Landon at (225) 214-5560 

or email: landon@BRBA.org

19THJDC CIVIL COURT
Apr. 29 - May 10 Judge Fields
May 13 - May 24 Judge Clark
May 27 - June 7 Judge Caldwell
June 10 - June 21 Judge Kelley
June 24 - July 5 Judge Morvant

19TH JDC CRIMINAL COURT***
Apr. 26 - May 3 Judge White
May 3 - May 10 Judge Crifasi
May 10 - May 17 Judge Anderson
May 17 - May 24 Judge Erwin
May 24 - May 31 Judge Jackson
May 31 - June 7 Judge Daniel
June 7 - June 14 Judge Johnson
June 14 - June 21 Judge Higginbotham
June 21 - June 28 Judge White
June 28 - July 5 Judge Crifasi

BATON ROUGE CITY COURT*
Apr. 29 - May 5 Judge Smith
May 6 - May 12 Judge Alexander
May 13 - May 19 Judge Moore Vendetto
May 20 - May 26 Judge Hester
May 27 - June 2 Judge Temple
June 3 - June 9 Judge Smith
June 10 - June 16 Judge Alexander
June 17 - June 23 Judge Moore Vendetto
June 24 - June 30 Judge Hester

FAMILY COURT**
May 1 Judge Woodruff-White
May 2 Judge Day
May 3 Judge Baker
May 6 Judge Greene
May 7 Judge Baker
May 8 Judge Woodruff-White
May 9 Judge Day
May 10 Judge Woodruff-White
May 13 Judge Greene
May 14 Judge Baker
May 15 Judge Woodruff-White
May 16 & 17 Judge Day
May 20 Judge Greene
May 21 Judge Baker
May 22 Judge Woodruff-White
May 23 Judge Day
May 24 Judge Greene

Ongoing: Every Wednesday & Thursday, 3-5 p.m.,  
Thirst for Justice takes place at St. Vincent de Paul; 

Ongoing: Every Tuesday & Thursday,  
10 a.m.-2 p.m., Self Help Resource Center,19th JDC;

MAY
1  Law Day - 9AM - 1PM - Raising Canes  
 River Center
8  Executive Committee Meeting -   
 8:30AM - Conference call
11  Ask-A-Lawyer - 9 - 11:30AM - Green 
 well Springs Road Regional Branch  
 Library
14  Workers’ Compensation Section Meet 
 ing - 12 - 2PM - TBA
 Board of Directors Meeting - 6PM -  
 TBA
15  Ask-A-Lawyer - 9 - 11:30AM - Catholic  
 Charities
 Construction Law Section Meeting -  
 11:45AM - 1PM - BRBA
16  Family Law Section CLE - 11:45AM -  
 2PM - City Club of Baton Rouge
17  BRBA Member Appreciation Lunch  
 With Bar Leaders - 12:15 - 1:15PM  
 - BRBA
21  Ask-A-Lawyer - 9 - 11:30PM -   
  Gonzales Branch Library
22  In-House Cousel Meeting - 12 - 2PM -  
 Lamar Advertising
27  BRBA & 19th JDC closed for Memorial  
 Day

JUNE
6  Ask-A-Lawyer - 9 - 11:30AM - Charles  
 R. Kelly Community Center 
8  Ask-A-Lawyer - 9 - 11:30AM - Fair 
 wood Branch Library
19  Executive Committee Meeting -   
 8:15AM - Taylor Porter

Important DatesMay 28 Judge Baker
May 29 Judge Woodruff-White
May 30 Judge Day
May 31 Judge Baker
June 3 Judge Day
June 4  Judge Greene
June 5 Judge Baker
June 6 Judge Woodruff-White
June 7  Judge Day
June 10  Judge Greene
June 11 Judge Baker
June 12  Judge Woodruff-White
June 13 Judge Day
June 14 Judge Woodruff-White
June 17 Judge Greene
June 18 Judge Baker
June 19 Judge Woodruff-White
June 20 & 21 Judge Day
June 24 Judge Greene
June 25  Judge Baker
June 26 Judge Woodruff-White
June 27 Judge Day
June 28  Judge Greene

JUVENILE COURT
May 1 - May 31 Judge Taylor-Johnson
June 1 - June 28 Judge Haney
NOTE:  Duty Court changes at 5 p.m. each Friday unless 
otherwise specified. *City Court’s Duty Court schedule 
changes each Monday at 8 a.m. **Family Court’s Duty Court 
schedule is completely different each day, rotating on Fridays 

***19th JDC Criminal Court changes each Friday at noon. 

COURT HOLIDAYS
May 27 Memorial Day

Volunteer writers needed 
to submit substantive legal 

articles for publication 
in future issues of  The Baton 

Rouge Lawyer.

Contact Landon Hester at 
landon@brba.org or 

225-214-5560.



Baton Rouge Bar Association
P.O. Box 2241
Baton Rouge, LA 70821

Return Service Requested

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
BATON ROUGE, LA

PERMIT NO. 746


